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A I ype ol High Spirits in Ameri¬
can Fiction

The concluding lines of tins mono¬
graph neatly indicate tho point of view
.rom which it is appropriate to regard
the author of "the Gentleman from
Indiana." "Monsieur Bcaucaire," "The
furmoil. and divers other popular
,. pis "By what he has dono he has

'let himself at lor' a good deal to come.
By what tic has now written wo may
know that he has not yet begun to
vite." 1 ; ,s a favorable but sutneient-

I) discriminating opinion that is here
;pressed. Mr. Tarkington, a mart of

gtjn i-; his prime, has legitimate-
-. won tía- reoate inviting this brief
survey of his books, and Mr. Holiiday's
rnalyscs, clearly disinterested, supply
an excellent base for optimistic expec¬
tations. He has approached the subject
in a good way, looking at both the
author and his stories in syn pathetic,
human fashion, liking and respecting
ihcm, bu* not taking them tot» serious-

at g ing to his pages the pleasant
,: lalit; o'i friendly talk. Ho brings out

.. com ncinp ami entertaining man-
reasons for Mr. Tnrkington's

uccoss.
!'.¦-., of these reasons, environment

;\nd temperament, are of commanding
import. Mr. Tarkington is a "Hoosier."
He was born ia the Middle AYest, lives
there most of the time, loves the people

habit of the region, and, what is
:. hi atTi tionately and humor¬

ously understands them. We hope he
will'never write "the great American

,,- |." ,,;¦ we have come to dread
at '.¦;.; impending freak of fiction.
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lut ho could do it if execution of theportentous job depended oil no'tiiingmore or less 11. 111 nn instinct .fofr'ttomo-spun Americanism. It appears thatfrom liis boyhood ho «¡is a friend andadorer of James Whitcomb Riloy. Tht
note ¡its happily into a memoir'of hisdevelopment as a writer. He is him¬self an interpreter of "home folks.'The traits of the small town tire inhis blood die simplicity, the sweet¬
ness, the humor, the neighborlincss,the wholesome ideals. He has succeededbecause, like Hi ley. he has with npeculiar kind of comradolin< ss inter¬
preted us to ourselves. His success
rests, we repeat, largely upon inherited
understanding, upon an inborn clair¬
voyance. His temperament: has done
tiie rest, even more than the artistic
skill, the pure writer's gift, to which
Mr. Holliday rightly pays due atten¬
tion.

Considerable r-pace is given in this
hook to Mr. Tarkington's gayety and
energy as a college boy, his incompara¬

ble record as a type of fun and frolic,
his tendency to "hurst into song," his
frequent, excursions as an author into
romance and melodrama. These traits
all point to the central source of his
ability as a novelist his unquenchablehigh spirits. Mi-. Holliday's remark.
apropos of the Penrod stories, carries
¡to surprise "Mr. Tarkington says boystories are the 'easiest' things to write
there tire." Of course. The spirit of
youth is in him. His inexhaustiblevitality is. his fundamental merit. He
is interested in life, and in liis work,to the [joint of hilarious enthusiasm.
Though he labors mightily, we gather,and with an anchorite's devotion, to
achieve good work, the impression we
get from that work, as from the pres¬
ent study of it. is that authorship is
to him something of a "lark." Which
is, after all, as it. should lie. The
craftsman joyously enamoured of his
craft is the one whose productions
evoke sympathy, titulo is notoriouslyinfect ion i,

Mr. Holliday carries, inevitably, tho
handicap borne- by all authors of such
books as. this one. It is in the nature of
things that he should make the best
(if Mr. Tarkington tit his best, and it
is perhaps also in the nature of thingsthat tiie frank criticism in which he
frequently indulges should neverthe¬
less leave him a little forgetful of
tlio.-e essential limitations witb which
v. o -til) have to reckon. He likes to
consider his author in good company.At one stage we meet, on facing pages,Aristophanes, Sterne, Thackeray, How-
ells, Kabelais. Trollope and .lane Aus¬
ten, and finally thi.- rather perilousmode of illustration wakes a protest.He remark ; that if Mr. Tarkingtoncared to do "the sordid-side-of-big-cities kind of thing, which appeals to
some of the younger men. he might
out-Gissing the Gissingcst." That, we
fear, is precisely what Ms. Tarkington
could "ot do. for he lacks the indis-
pensahlc emotional power, the imagina¬tive depth and lire. There is the crux
of the whole business. The author of
"Monsieur Beaucaire," growing longafterward into the anther of "The
Turmoil," has shown in the transition
thai he i:a feeling as well :i charm.
Nobody doubts his being terribly in
¡inn .. Uul the gods have not given
him quite the creative passion which
would make him permanently at home
in the radii io.i of novel writing to
which Mr. Holliday, with his own ad¬
mirable faculty of allusion, o often
finds it so effective to appeal, With
that reservation one may abide in
cheerful agreement with this capital
sketch. It persuasively sums up the
qualities of a sincere and interesting
story teller, a writer who is an honor
to American fiction because he builds
his books «oí truth, sound sentiment
atn! faithful workmanship.

By Gouverneur Morris
The Stor\) of mi. ¡merican H Iwsi.
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traletl. l 'm... i«p, 30S. P Applolon & Co,
Mrs. Hair's latest romance, which is

also one <>f tho best in (ho long cata¬
logue of her always interesting ¡nul
worthy writings, has a peculiar apt¬
ness i«. the present time. It is n Scot¬
tish tale, of the Crimean War, and it
has much to «h« with thai noble enter¬
prise which has for all time enrolled
th«' name of Florence Nightingale
among the saints. There nre those who
will challenge tho statement that then,
mi October 21, 185'i, the Red Cross s«>-
ciety was born; yet we may well main¬
tain that the work of those devot«.!
v.«.men in the Scutari Hospital was the
exemplar and forerunner of the organ¬ization which nominally was formed at
a later date, and that if there had been
im Florence Nightingale there would
have heen no Durant. But what did
Mrs. Grundy say? We have it to the
life in Mrs. Barr's vivacious and vera¬
cious pages

In six (lays they were ready, and
without any flourish of trumpets, at
the dark, «luict midnight, they left
England for Scutari, and in that hour
the Red Cross society was horn.
"How lone; is it sine- they sailed?"

asked Rahal.
"A month." answered Ian. "but the

controversy about it is still raging in
file English papers. . Tho
prudery of the English middle class
was shocked at the idea of young
women nursing in military hospitals.
They considered it 'highly improper.'
Others were sure women would ho
more trouble than help." .

"I thought." said Ragnor, "that the
objections were chiefly religious."
"You are right," replied Ian. "The

Calvinists are afraid Miss Nightin¬
gale's intention is to make the men
Catholics in their dying hour. Others
feel sure Miss Nightingale is an Uni-

1 versalist, an Unitarian or a Wes-
leyan Methodist. The fact, is, Flor-
ence Nightingale is a devout Episco-
palian."
.Millions will thank Cod that they are

not now as those higoteil folks were In
those «lays; but in so doing they may
quite forget all about the mote and tho
beam. Apart from the absorbing in¬
terest of the two romances which it
contains, Mrs. Barr's book is a valu¬
able reminder oi" the likenesses as well
as the differences between Crimean
days .and t'ne «lavs of the Créai War.

A Humanized Saga

This is better than "Thorgils," part-
ly because if has for its chief charac¬
ter a beautiful ami charming woman
instead of a Berserk. For the rest,
Mr. Hewlett has improved upon his
Icelandic style, eliminating some of
the defects which marred bis former
work, and entering a little more per¬
fectly into the spirit of the ancient
Nor.'i: folk. His romance is confessed¬
ly based upon two Sagas, ¡nul it, is
marked throughout with their terse
simplicity of speech, but al. the same
time is infused with vastly more human
feeling than they contain. A special
interés; attaches to it in the circum¬
stances that it. has to do wi'lh the Ice¬
landic discovery of America, a theme
upon which too much is never likely
to be written certainly not when it
i.- as well written as Mr, Hewlett's
enchanting tale. With his enraptured
devotion to Norse legends we are in
heartiest sympathy, an«) we hail with
gratitude his every essay al human-

I izing and popularizing their unsur-
.-.ssed treasures of romantic and hc-

roi«', lore.

Why Not "Ditto Marks"?
I.DltliN or Tin; si \ |¡, Wnllacc Could.

101.

m

He are for conservation; of papoi
and ink as will as of other tilings;
s\ hereforc wo objeel to t he \
which Mr. Could expresses his rhapso¬
dies. Thus:

Ogissin fell
and fell
and fell
and splashed
and floated
and floated
and floate,1
and sank
and sank
and sank
and was seen no moro,

doubtless, is superb literature.
loubl f «.i collaborât ¡on of

Bloodgood II. Cutter and M;n-:, McLano
could have surpassed it. It gives us,
too, a line idea for criticism. For ex¬
ample, we might say of some current
book of rhapsodies:

Fool stuff
and rubbish
and rubbish
and rubbish
and piffle
and piffle
and piffle.

But on patriotic grounds, we don't
believe in wasting ink. Wherefore, we
suggest that in the next edition "The
Children of the Sun" he printed thus:

and fell

Tb
W,

See what a loi of ink that would save!
Of course, there would still be the
"äste of paiier. lin' thai could be ob¬
viated by this form of composition:

¡::i and fell
.", and s uni;

And '.v.- could then review it. thus:
PIFFLE ».th power.

"Do not call rhapsodies poems,"
pleads the author. We won't.

Moffat, Yard & Co. will publish next
month "The Book of .lob." a Greek
tragedy, by Professor Horace M. Fal¬
len, of tb" University of Wisconsin.
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See America FirstM
ín Lovely Volumes if Not in

Actual Travels

cqi.oiiAUo, the queen .n:wi:i, ok Tin;'¦"< MKS lly Mnc Ucj ltioi.:. With map und"I pintes, six "l which are In color 8vo, pp. SSO.'l'ii.- l'ami Company.
I'l.iiltlli.V Till-; I.AM» ni' ENCHANTMENT. U)NpvIii h Winter. Wit.up an.I :,<; platea. «!which eight aro in color, Uro, pp. :,m». Thol'.iiíi' i ompany.
We have wondered, a volume after

volume of this superb series has come
before our delighted eyes, whether
¡dually seeing America, by travel in
nrovria persona, ¡s promoted or dis¬
couraged by these books, and in '.he
absence of indicative data we have at
last concluded that both results are
caused. There are doubtless many
who, reading the vivid descriptions and

| seeing the marvellous illustrations, are

R. Derby Holmes
.* Vankee In tho Trenches": Little, Brown

& Co.

irresistibly moved to go straightway
and see ¡f the scenes are really as
beautiful as the plates portray them,
and if there are others comparable with
the threescore in the hook. There are
Others, too, who shrewdly regard the
books as enough; arguing that having
.-»en and read them they have seen and
learned the best there i-, and that in a
lew evenings at home they can grt a
fuller comprehension of the, beauty and
interest of a distant state than' they
ei uld by weeks of tiresome travel with¬
out the book.

Moth are right, according to their
several tastes and abilities. líotii are
particularly right in this, thai whether
they travel or slay at home, at any
r¡ te they rend these entertaining anil
instructive book.-, and sec these won¬
der-pictures. And those are tilings
"Inch we wish every American citizen
might do, ''or the sake of developing in
him a just appreciation of his own
hind. In oik of I he volumes before
m he would learn not to admire Swit/.-
l.-nid less but Colorado more; and in
the other he would discover that the
charm.- of the Riviera and of Maples
¡»re amply rivalled on tin- coasts of
Florida. Nor would ho merely be sati¬
ated with scenic splendors, but kc-
tvould b'arn of witching romance and
of thrilling deeds, of opulent indus¬
tries and of growing culture, and of all
the element-, which, in almost infinin
variety, make America a goodly land.
and which make each state seem more
interesting than the, last. The crea¬
tion of stich a serie; ol hooks as this
i- thus nui only creditable in the high¬
est degree to the writers, and artists
and publishers, bul also a great and
enduring patriotic service.

Ian Maclarens Son

We all knew and loved ran, Mac-
laren, and we are getting to know
and love his son. for his own as well
as for his father's sake. His former
writings revealed him as a humorist
o'i spontaneous and novel charm. In
the present work he goes far beyond
mere humor, though he carries the
humor with him and never lets it
flag or fail, lie here essays the full.
strong drama of life, both comedy .and
tragedy, with much character drawing
of contemporary life in the Scottish
Highlands. We are not sure, indeed,
that we have for many a year met
with characters in fiction more clear¬
ly defined, more consistently individ
ua), more thoroughly vital with human
sympathy and interest, than these. Nor
have we often, since Scott himself, rea
t» Scottish romance pitched in a more
masterful key than this. There is
humor, always spontaneous and racy;
there is pathos that seems to wring
blood drops from the reader's heart,
vet. never becomes morbid or maudlin;
and there is heroism that thrills the
soul with wild elation, yet never is
bombastic or melodramatic. It is a
book to be reckoned with in casting
up the sum of enduring fiction of OUI
! inie.

They gave Delilah one more chance to worm the truth from him.
She pulled every vamp trick that had c\cr been invented up to

that time, and experimented with some now one?.

When she was sobbing ihe loudest. ¡I gol on Samson's nenes, and
lie said: "For the love oi Mike, dry up, girlie, and I'll slip you the
straight answer."

She resled her beautiful head on his shoulder and gazed up into
his eyes.

She had him roped and branded, at las',.
"If my hair was cut," he said, "I wouldn't be any stronger than

any other bald-headed gent. I wouldn't have enough pep to punch a

railroad ticke!."

From "Samson and Delilah," One of the Ten Chapters in

l^ove ^tories of the ßible
sdiBook?1 ßy Rilly QundayIllustrated. .$1.50 net " ***-. *J-¿-
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Bards of Manhattan
\ Knickerbocker Anthology,

Old and New
Till; laioh OK .NEW VORK VEltSE Edited hyllnniiltuii Ii'IbIi Armstrong, ilhutrated -v,,. pp,"Ir, 130. <:. I'. I'utnam'a s .,

New York was a most, amiable spotin its palmy Knickerbocker day; lie-fore the war. It was rich and wellfed and rarely entertained, Hut it
was not inspiring, to judge by it?artistic product. The dividing pointat. which it began to change from
prosperous ease to its modem, ma¬jestic stir is made oddly clear in a
new and interesting anthology, "TheHook of New York Verse," put to¬gether by Hamilton Fish Armstrong.That is the way of anthologies.. How-
ever limited their aim, they seldomfail to shed new light simply by virtuoof their new juxtapositions and as¬semblings and cheek by cheek con¬trasts.
Walt Whitman with his Mannahattais that dividing point, roughly speak¬ing. There was much good wit. and

some minor poetry in the years whenFitz-Grcenc Halleck and Joseph Rod¬
man Drake were rhyming about TheBronx and Wcehawken and TammanyHall. There was little poignant emo¬tion of any sort. There was appar¬ently nothing to feel deep emotionabout. It remained for a Brooklynprinter, wandering along the streetsand wharves of Manhattan, to catchand report the first glimpse of NewYork the magnificent, the new giantof the West lifting toward the clouds:
( ity of hurried and sparkling waters!City of spires and masts!City nested in bays! My city!

That, was before 1.860, and wholebattalions of poets have taken theirshot at .Yew York since. It is Mr.Armstrong's success that he has as¬sembled a real hymn to modern .YewYork out of the many-toned poernfiavailable. There is a wide varietyand it all helps. Yet there is no mis-
| taking the fact that it is the lyricalpoet whose word counts most. Thephilosophic catalogues of peoples andsmells by the .lames Oppenheims are
a confused and clashing backgroundagainst, which such personal lyrics as"from the Woolworth Tower," bySara Teasdale, arise, a clear and por-fraying voice. It is, in short, only bylooking within that a poet can painta great, pageant without.
The book is weakest on the histori¬cal side. The Cow lai'gc themes available, Nathan Hale, tor example, have

no worthy setting. Best in this fieldand a clear, stirring lyric is Mr. Arm-
strong's own "Golden Hill." Perhapsit. is the lark of stirring events onwhich the blame should rest. It ishard to write immortal s; till' about theArrival of Crotón Water or the Pres¬
entation of an Obelisk. There is :ilong gap in historical interest, be-
tween Peter Stuyvesant's pear treeand, let us say. Concord Bridge.Mr. Armstrong has decorated hisvolymc with charming old prints thatdo much to supplement the short
comings of the early verse. There tire
omissions; but. what anthology has
not! The only real flaws are ¡n the
matter of facts. Mr. Armstrong is too
chary of date.-'. Each poem shouldhave been located either by the dates
of birth iitxj death oï the author or
the date of the writing, And an in¬
dex of first lines is at leasl as im¬
portant as the index of au!her- given.No doubl Mr. Armstrong can remedythese minor defects in a new editionv.hei the war releases him ::n<\ he is
once more nearer a library than in
bis army camp.
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REVIE WS: COMMENTS
.("Turning to HIM")-.-
A prelate who prefers piety to power, souls to simaleons, recentlydistributed 200 copies of THE HELIOTROPIUM among his assistants.

He wants them to read it for their own guidance, and use it to induce
all in their care to "Turn to HIM" as the only means to an end
in this seemingly God-abandoned world.

The Universe is now an Inferno Is Religion a
hopeless failure? Is Christ again (iasleep

in the vessel of The Church?"
"We await the day of revenge." "I would sacrifice ten millions of lives."

"Peace is Hell." "God 'free Ireland and punish her enemies." Press quoted
sermons and prayers by prominent clergymen in New York and elsewhere. But
contrast all such tongue-souled utterances with the following: from THE
HELIOTROPIUM:

"Let the Universe be disturbed by tempests from
every quarter, let armed battalions close in deadlyfray, let fleets be crippled and destroyed by fleets,
let the law courts ring with endless litigation, and
still this is my chief business in life, to conform my¬self entirely to the one and only Will of God/'

For many years in Great Britain, the Continent and America educated Prot¬
estants, Catholics and men and women of no creed at all have turned to the
Heliotropium. It has comforted thousands, so too will it solace andstrengthen you and yours especially jn affliction and bereavement. As a
tonic for will and thought even the mercenary pagan will find it worth a
baker's dczen of the hocks that aim no higher than the fattening of a bank
account. If because of prejudice inherited or acquired you object to the
Imprimatur of zn American Cardinal, the endorsement of a Belgian priest,tear out the offending page: then you will have an inspiriting classic thatwill elevate the mental make-up of any one whose sanity hasn't gone atwist.

An Ideal Companion for this Momentous Lenten Season is

<<< eei

("Turning to HIM")
By JEREMÍAS DREXELIUS, S. J.
No! "Controversial?" No!.Jast God and You!

T H11 H ELIOTRO P1UM is one of my favorite boo;-.<=,
and one which I have often recommended to other?. I;
gets down lo the very root of spirituality. absolute sub¬
mission to the Will of God.
In a quaint, attractive way. the author treats this most
assential and important point from every passible
ungió, and one who reads it carefully cannot fail to have
ids spiritual life deepened and purified.

.1. ELLIOT ROSS.C. S. P.. Ph. D..
Lecturer in Ethics, University of Texas.

A saintlv Jesuit of Sixteenth Street said; "A cop" of
THE HELIOTROPIUM was given ^o me by a very
poor young woman. 1 liked the work so much that 1
read it through and use ii for my meditations. 1
urge my penitents and others to road THE HELIO¬
TROPIUM, fcr it is a book that make:? saints."

My dear-
I. have gone nearly through THE HELIt iTROPIUMand I find it a most extraordinary book, nnn to thanktied for. I do not know any book on the spiritual life

more valuable. The one truth in it. is, of course, a
central fact in life, and the old Bavarian hammers aï it.
hammers at it aiter the skilled manner of the classic
rhetorician, with an amplification worthy of Cicero,until he gets it into one'n soui. The English, too. ia
worthy of the original text.

Read the book yourself slowly two or thr«»e time? and
it. will correct your liver. It is worth any fifteen books
of the so-called classics.

Yours sincerely,
AUSTIN O'MALLEY, M. D.. Ph. D.. LL. n.

H. G. WELLS, writing on the present appalling conditions, says:"Men will have to look to another Power. They might very well
look lo HIM now instead of looking across the Atlantic. Theyhave but to look up and they will see HIM. And until they do look
up and see HIM this world is no better than a rat-pit."

$1.65 At Bookstores or

THE DEVIN-ADAIR COMPANY, Publishers, 437 Fifth Ave., New York=
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SONli.S or MAI I/. Translated by Ktliia Worin
Icj ;.¡ .-¦'. .¦:. Ißtuo, pp. '.'.;. Thu four Scaj

A nca! volume of translations moro err" t
than in-r.ir.,i.

Tilt; DIVINE [MAGE. Rv Carolino «illtinan.
¡Mino, pp. «¡0. Tho Comhlll Company.

Lyrics, roinantlo, patriotic und miscellaneous.
lili: SOII, n!- AMi.KliA. r.v Itobort M. Wer-

nitor. I'-'mo, pp. ¡IS. Tho I'our Sras Company.
-i ¦< verso, assuring us tltat

"Kmurson v.,,., a. man of lettcr.i,
\\ alt N\ liltnifin «vas a poet."

A MODliltN I'HOKNIX. I!y ¡o-iv.j liarontl. Svo.
v ««. i: i'. Dutt««» .v to.
A boarding school and rural prohlem <lrama.
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Socialism

The War
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III. i.ltl.A T WAK II ... rati p.

piiiiiiiiÑiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiim

¡ "it's a Corking Book! ¡
¡ None Better of Its Sort ¡
| B .11*1 W' invsten hooks excel Leroy Scott's || JH -MARY REGAN.' a novel of the'sort that j§j crackles with action. The characters arc §
s tersely drawn. Every phase and craze of night life =

H in New York is shown. There are crooks of amazing 1
|= ilk. men whom one might elbow any hour in the cor- §
§¡ ritlors of many hotels. Mr. Scott knows life-, and has §
E a skilful and magnetic pen.".Philadelphia Record. i

Ü ^ our bookseller has it for one dollar and .! half, i
j Ask for "MARY REGAN." II. M. CO. |
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T H E \V AR WILL BE DECIDED IN THE AIR
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CU/L,
IN THE AIR

Three year» on and above Thre«? front».
French, Russian, Roumanian

By LIEUT. BERT HALL
American Ace. of the French Flying Corps

BERT HALL and William Thaw are the only survivor» of
the original ten members of the famous Lafayette Escadrille. Lieut
Hall's is the longest and most eventful individua! experience of th"
war. II»; has to his credit over one hundred s r fights, with nine
Germans killrd in mid-air.

BERT HALT, has been decorated with the Military Medal, the
ighc French honor; the Croix dr Guerre, the Cross of the Ordr-

cf St. George, personally conferred by the Czar; the R an Order of
St. Vladimir, and the Roumanian Order oi bt. Stan lau

BERT II \i.l ...:.:. crsally act laimed "the bra t o the brave," ha,
.- . most ¦:-. ationa! and truthful of all the war b )ks.

M Photo-reproductions of scenes and notion« taken at the fronts.
>n Ic .:¦..' ere. ¿1.5c Net. ¡' > ' >aid .'
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"Better than Bombs!"
says Eleanor Gate?, play¬
wright and novelist, about
GERTRUDE ATHERTON'S

dining .Wir Aovo.'

TE«

if»!
"Wl at tter material for
; i.:..¦ da in the Kaiper's
realm c« I e Unil ed Statr.s
d . Gertrude Ather-
ton'j new novel? Better than
bombs! This volume will do
more good than its author will
ever guess, or her publishers
bo able to trace."

STOKES, Publisher
Uli r- ting Nearly Read)
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en particular ;. charming andlovabli Rural f< .¦¦ d London life
impossible but Charming ','.". ',' M ,!
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'"'¦" i.l'u'- ;m English curate and his pleasant readiug.
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